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Valora works with Silicon Valley-based tech start-up AiFi on a new kiosk concept 
 
Valora is partnering with Silicon Valley-based tech start-up AiFi. Using an auto-checkout 
technology developed by AiFi, Valora aims to launch a new retail format in Switzerland – the  
k kiosk box. Initially designed as a test, the shop concept aims to make shopping even more 
convenient and will be deployed in locations where previously there had been no or very few 
convenience shopping offerings. 
 
Valora and AiFi intend to enter into a partnership to develop a new small retail format – the k kiosk 
box. It is based on the fully automated NanoStore concept which the American tech start-up recently 
presented to the public at the annual conference of the National Retail Federation in New York. The 
auto-checkout solution powering this new concept is based on Artificial Intelligence, edge computing 
and scalable sensor fusion technology.  
 
Equipped with the k kiosk box app, customers will be able to walk into the store, pick up the products 
from the shelves and leave – without having to wait at all. Unlike Valora’s planned convenience 
concept avec box which will be launched in spring 2019 and where the shopping process also uses 
an app, customers will not have to scan the products when shopping in the k kiosk box, speeding up 
the process even further. 
 
For under-served locations 
The k kiosk box concept will allow Valora to operate kiosk stores at locations where previously there 
had been no or very few convenience shopping offerings. The first k kiosk box with auto-checkout 
technology is scheduled to be opened in Switzerland by the end of 2019 and has been designed as a 
trial run. Before this takes place, an extensive assessment of compliance with all aspects of Swiss 
data protection laws will be carried out.  
 
The location of the first k kiosk box will be announced in due course. The k kiosk box is intended to 
remain open for as long as permitted by law or the landlord – ideally on a 24/7 basis. The new shop 
is expected to measure approximately 20 square metres and offer the standard kiosk range plus 
fresh food products. 
 
A smooth shopping experience 
“We are excited to develop this new shopping experience,” says Roger Vogt, CEO Retail at Valora, 
on the collaboration with AiFi. “With the k kiosk box, we are taking convenience to the next level 
making it easier and faster for customers to get what they need.” 
 
“Thanks to this collaboration with Valora, we will bring the AiFi NanoStore to locations where 
customers will now be able to benefit from easy access to convenience products and we are also 
helping Valora to meet the growing customer demand for a modern store,” explains Steve Gu, CEO 
and co-founder of AiFi. “As the NanoStore was built with modularity in mind, Valora will be able to 
use the concept for the k kiosk box and adapt it to the needs of Swiss customers.” 
 
This media release is available online at www.valora.com/newsroom. 
  

https://www.valora.com/en/newsroom/pressreleases/index.php
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If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact:  
 
Media Relations Valora 
Christina Wahlstrand 
Fon +41 61 467 24 53 
media@valora.com 

Media Contact AiFi 
Liu Yang 
Fon +1 650 815 82 85 
press@aifi.io 

 
 
About Valora 
Each and every day, around 15,000 employees in the Valora network work to brighten up their 
customers’ journey with a comprehensive convenience and food offering – nearby, quick, convenient 
and fresh. The around 2,800 small-scale points of sale of Valora are located at highly frequented 
sites in Switzerland, Germany, Austria, Luxembourg, the Netherlands and France. The company 
includes, among others, k kiosk, Brezelkönig, BackWerk, Ditsch, Press & Books, avec, Caffè 
Spettacolo and the popular own brand ok.– as well as a continuously growing range of digital 
services. Valora is also one of the world’s leading producers of pretzels and benefits from a well-
integrated value chain in the area of baked goods. Valora generates annual external sales of over 
CHF 2.6 billion. The Group’s registered office is in Muttenz, Switzerland. The registered shares of 
Valora Holding AG (VALN) are traded on SIX Swiss Exchange AG. 
 
More information is available at www.valora.com. 
 
 
About AiFi 
AiFi is a technology company creating the world’s most advanced store automation systems. With a 
combination of Artificial Intelligence, edge computing and scalable sensor fusion technology, AiFi 
delivers auto-checkout operations for retailers of any size. With its NanoStore, AiFi provides a small 
footprint, modular, plug-and-play automated store of the future that can operate, unstaffed, 24/7. 
NanoStores deliver faster, more convenient shopping near homes, offices, schools and transit 
centers.  
 
For more information, visit aifi.io or nanostore.ai. 
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