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Pharma&Biotech 

Siena (IT) and Basel (CH), 13 July 2018 – Exosomics 

Siena S.p.A., a pioneer and world leader in exosome-based 

diagnostics, today announced the launch of its first 

proprietary liquid biopsy solutions, SeleCTEV™ DNA and 

SortEV™ RNA, for the selective isolation of tumor-derived 

nucleic acids from complex biofluids such as plasma or 

serum.  

 

Distinct from current liquid biopsy methods, where total 

nucleic acids are harvested from blood with low amounts of 

tumor-derived genetic material, Exosomics Siena’s 

technologies can provide pre-analytical kits based on 

enriched tumor-derived exosomes and therefore enriched 

tumor-derived genetic material.  

 

Exosomes are small extracellular vesicles present in all 

human biofluids and contain DNA, RNA and proteins 

originating from their parent cells. Enriching tumor 

exosomes, based on relevant pan-tumor markers, offers a 

more specific and sensitive diagnostic approach when 

compared with traditional liquid biopsy methods. 

 

SeleCTEV™-DNA and SortEV™-RNA kits are novel and 

simple solutions that exploit Exosomics Siena’s proprietary 

technology to purify tumor-derived exosomes. Each 

technology uses a unique affinity method to select tumor-

derived exosomes from which the DNA or RNA, 

respectively, can be extracted. Additionally, the 

SeleCTEV™-DNA kit can be used to isolate circulating 

tumor-derived, cell-free DNA in addition to exosome-

shuttled DNA. At this time, the kits are released for research 

use only. 

 

Exosomics Siena is also working on the development and 

clinical validation of an early pan-cancer screening assay 

projected to be launched in 2021. The Cancer-rEVeal™ 

assay will demonstrate both the power of exosomes as a 

vehicle of multiple classes of biomarkers relevant for next-

generation diagnostics and the unique expertise and 

approach of this growing company. 

 

“Exosomics Siena is proud to announce the launch of the 

first products in its pipeline geared at enabling the next 

generation of liquid biopsy tests,” said Antonio Chiesi, MD, 

CEO of Exosomics Siena. “Our proprietary technology 

around tumor-exosome enrichment and isolation coupled 

with optimized nucleic acid extraction will allow analytical kit 

developers to create better assays to screen for, diagnose 

and monitor cancer patients.”  

 

Behzad Mahdavi, PhD, MBA, Chairman of the Board for 

Exosomics Siena and Vice President, Strategic Innovation 

at Lonza, said: “As part of Lonza’s wider strategy in 

developing exosomes, we have chosen to invest in 

Exosomics Siena as we believe their approach will have 

advantages over other non-invasive cancer tests currently 

on the market or in development. Because Exosomics Siena 

has extensive expertise in harnessing the power of 

exosomes in cancer diagnostics, Lonza is supporting this 

innovative company as they develop a platform that will 

greatly benefit patients." 

 

About Exosomics Siena 

Exosomics Siena S.p.A. is a pioneer in exosomes-based 

diagnostics with a very strong IP position around the selective 

isolation and enrichment of tumor-derived exosomes. The 

Exosomics Siena team, with 10+ years of experience in 

exosomes and diagnostic product development, aims to 

radically improve liquid biopsy-based cancer diagnostics and 

make screening of early cancers from a blood draw a reality. 

www.exosomics.eu 

 

About Lonza R&D 

Lonza accelerates Research & Development (R&D) projects 

through in-house programs, as well as external partnerships 

with leading academic-institutions and innovative companies. 
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 Lonza Pharma & Biotech backs Exosomics Siena S.p.A. as they launch first 

products for next-generation research and diagnostic applications. 

 Exosomics Siena’s technology to bring new, highly selective solutions for cancer 

detection, characterization and monitoring. 
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Pharma&Biotech 

By driving advances across drug discovery, development and 

manufacturing, Lonza aims to offer new solutions to biotech 

and pharmaceutical customers and their patients. 

 

Lonza is a strategic partner and seed investor in Exosomics 

Siena.  

 

 

About Lonza 
Lonza is one of the world’s leading and most-trusted suppliers 
to the pharmaceutical, biotech and specialty ingredients 
markets. As an integrated solutions provider, Lonza is boosting 
its value creation along and beyond the healthcare continuum 
with a strong focus on patient healthcare, consumer preventive 
healthcare and consumer's healthy environment.  
 
Lonza harnesses science and technology to create products 
that support safer and healthier living and that enhance the 
overall quality of life. With the recent Capsugel acquisition, 
Lonza now offers products and services from the custom 
development and manufacturing of active pharmaceutical 
ingredients to innovative dosage forms for the pharma and 
consumer health and nutrition industries.  
 
Benefiting from its regulatory expertise, Lonza is able to 
transfer its know-how from pharma to hygiene and fast-moving 
consumer goods all the way to coatings and composites and 
the preservation and protection of agricultural goods and other 
natural resources.  
 
Founded in 1897 in the Swiss Alps, Lonza today is a well-
respected global company with more than 100 sites and offices 
and approximately 14,500 full-time employees worldwide. The 
company generated sales of CHF 5.1 billion in 2017 with a 
CORE EBITDA of CHF 1.3 billion. Further information can be 
found at www.lonza.com. 

 

 

Additional Information and Disclaimer 

Lonza Group Ltd has its headquarters in Basel, Switzerland, 

and is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange. It has a secondary 

listing on the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited 

(“SGX-ST”). Lonza Group Ltd is not subject to the SGX-ST’s 

continuing listing requirements but remains subject to Rules 

217 and 751 of the SGX-ST Listing Manual. 

 

Certain matters discussed in this news release may constitute 

forward-looking statements. These statements are based on 

current expectations and estimates of Lonza Group Ltd, 

although Lonza Group Ltd can give no assurance that these 

expectations and estimates will be achieved. Investors are 

cautioned that all forward-looking statements involve risks and 

uncertainty and are qualified in their entirety. The actual results 

may differ materially in the future from the forward-looking 

statements included in this news release due to various factors. 

Furthermore, except as otherwise required by law, Lonza 

Group Ltd disclaims any intention or obligation to update the 

statements contained in this news release. 
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