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Pharma&Biotech 

Basel, Switzerland, 8 November 2017 – Lonza announced 

today the launch of its new XS™ Pichia 2.0 Expression and 

Manufacturing Platform for the development of next 

generation therapeutics.  

Pichia pastoris was designed as a valuable alternative to E. 

coli and CHO cells for production of novel protein formats 

such as multi-specific antibody mimetics. Lonza has 

established a new XS™ Pichia 2.0 system designed to 

provide high product titers (up to 6 g/L) for these novel 

compounds along with a fast, robust and scalable 

manufacturing process suitable for commercial production. 

Scaling-up of traditional Pichia fermentation processes can 

be challenging due to use of methanol and complex feed 

regimes. In addition, the fermentation times of traditional 

Pichia processes require a long guaranteed sterility of the 

vessel and medium. To address these challenges, Lonza 

has developed a new proprietary expression and 

manufacturing system that delivers: 

 

 High product titers   

 High cell viability for improved product quality 

 Drastically-reduced fermentation times that 

approximate E. coli processes 

 Ease of implementation in large-scale plants 

 

 

 

 

A model-based process development approach enables a 

product-specific setup based on the specifications of the full 

production process and the requirements of the production 

plant. In addition, XS™ Pichia 2.0 is complemented by an 

effective high throughput screening, which assures 

identification of high performing clones under fed-batch 

conditions.   

 

 “Lonza is committed to helping our customers develop next-

generation biotherapeutics as quickly and reliably as 

possible,” said Karen Fallen, Vice President, Business Unit 

Head, Clinical Development, for Lonza. "We leveraged our 

30 years of expression and process development expertise 

to create a system that provides a commercially-viable 

alternative to E. coli for appropriate drug candidates. In 

addition, our licensing program provides attractive options 

that allow use of this system in our customers’ own labs 

under a Research Evaluation Agreement.” 

 

For more information, visit the XS™ Pichia 2.0 System 

website, http://www.lonza.com/XSPichia. 
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 System designed to provide high product titers up to 6 g/L 

 Fermentation strategy that results in drastically-reduced fermentation 

times 

 Available under license for use in customer’s facility or as a service 

offering   

 

http://www.lonza.com/XSPichia
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About Lonza  

Following the closing of the Capsugel acquisition, Lonza 

further strengthened its position as one of the world’s 

leading and most-trusted suppliers to the pharmaceutical, 

biotech and specialty ingredients markets. Lonza harnesses 

science and technology to create products that support safer 

and healthier living and that enhance the overall quality of 

life. 

 

An integrated solutions provider serving the healthcare 

continuum, Lonza offers products and services from the 

custom development and manufacturing of active 

pharmaceutical ingredients to innovative dosage forms for 

the pharma and consumer health and nutrition industries. In 

addition to drinking water sanitizers, nutraceuticals, 

antidandruff agents and other personal care ingredients, the 

Lonza group provides agricultural products, advanced 

coatings and composites and microbial control solutions that 

combat dangerous viruses, bacteria and other pathogens. 

 

Founded in 1897 in the Swiss Alps, Lonza today is a well-

respected global company with more than 50 major 

manufacturing and R&D facilities and nearly 14,000 full-time 

employees worldwide. Further information can be found at 

www.lonza.com. 
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Additional Information and Disclaimer 

Lonza Group Ltd has its headquarters in Basel, Switzerland, 

and is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange. It has a secondary 

listing on the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading 

Limited (“SGX-ST”). Lonza Group Ltd is not subject to the 

SGX-ST’s continuing listing requirements but remains 

subject to Rules 217 and 751 of the SGX-ST Listing Manual. 

 

Certain matters discussed in this news release may 

constitute forward-looking statements. These statements 

are based on current expectations and estimates of Lonza 

Group Ltd, although Lonza Group Ltd can give no assurance 

that these expectations and estimates will be achieved. 

Investors are cautioned that all forward-looking statements 

involve risks and uncertainty and are qualified in their 

entirety. The actual results may differ materially in the future 

from the forward-looking statements included in this news 

release due to various factors. Furthermore, except as 

otherwise required by law, Lonza Group Ltd disclaims any 

intention or obligation to update the statements contained in 

this news release. 
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