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Lonza Expands Airway Disease Portfolio with Addition of IPF Airway Cells 
 
 
Cologne (DE) / Basel (CH) 20 February 2017 – Lonza now offers cryopreserved lung 
fibroblasts isolated from donors diagnosed with Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis (IPF) for use in 
research into this potentially fatal condition. Normal lung fibroblasts and small airway epithelial 
cells – from both smokers and non-smokers – are also available, offering a complete solution 
to facilitate IPF and other airway research. Lonza’s ability to provide primary cells coupled with 
detailed donor information enables researchers to relate donor characteristics to disease 
progression. Donor history provides scientists with important insights, particularly as smoking is 
a known risk-factor for IPF. The addition of IPF cells further expands Lonza’s airway disease 
portfolio, which also incorporates cells from asthma, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease 
(COPD) and cystic fibrosis donors, supporting some of the most important areas in respiratory 
research. 
 
Research into IPF is a rapidly growing field with recent studies improving our understanding of 
the condition and enabling doctors to more easily make a diagnosis. However, a considerable 
amount of research is still needed if a cure is to be found, as the pathways of disease 
progression are not yet understood with the rate of progression varying from person to person.  
 
In addition to providing a reliable source of IPF cells, Lonza offers ready-to-go optimized cell 
culture media, enabling scientists to rapidly start experiments. Both cells and media have been 
widely used in published studies to support many key applications in respiratory research. 
FGM™-2 Fibroblast Growth Media, which is used to support IPF cells, is provided in Lonza’s 
all-in-one BulletKit™ format, which includes the appropriate basal medium, growth factors, 
cytokines and supplements. To streamline and reduce the complexity of experiments, FGM™-
2 Medium can also be utilized to support normal fibroblasts. 
 
Lubna Hussain, Lonza’s Senior Global Product Manager for Primary Cells, commented: “Until 
now, IPF tissue has been difficult for researchers to source. By providing these cells, Lonza is 
making it convenient for customers to quickly progress with their research. IPF cells are 
available together with normal lung fibroblast cells and culture media providing a complete cell 
culture solution for IPF research. In addition, we have the capability to provide custom 
isolations where required.” 
 
IPF is characterized by scarring of the lung tissue, causing a progressive reduction in lung 
function. While a number of treatments are available to reduce the rate of progression of IPF, 
there is currently no treatment that can stop or reverse the scarring of the lungs. Both genetic 
and environmental factors are attributed to the development of the disease. 
 
For further details on Lonza’s IPF Airway Cells, visit: www.lonza.com/ipf-cells    

http://www.lonza.com/airway-cells
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Lung fibroblasts from donor diagnosed with Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis (IPF) ©Lonza Ltd. 
 
 
About Lonza  
Lonza is one of the world’s leading and most-trusted suppliers to the pharmaceutical, biotech 
and specialty ingredients markets. It harnesses science and technology to create products that 
support safer and healthier living and that enhance the overall quality of life.  
 
Not only is Lonza a custom manufacturer and developer, the company also offers services and 
products ranging from active pharmaceutical ingredients to drinking water sanitizers, from 
nutritional and personal care ingredients to agricultural products, and from industrial 
preservatives to microbial control solutions that combat dangerous viruses, bacteria and other 
pathogens. 
 
Founded in 1897 in the Swiss Alps, Lonza today is a well-respected global company with 
approximately 40 major manufacturing and R&D facilities and more than 10,000 full-time 
employees worldwide. The company generated sales of CHF 4.13 billion in 2016 and is 
organized into two market-focused segments: Pharma&Biotech and Specialty Ingredients. 
Further information can be found at www.lonza.com. 
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Additional Information and Disclaimer 
Lonza Group Ltd has its headquarters in Basel, Switzerland, and is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange. It has a secondary 
listing on the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited (“SGX-ST”). Lonza Group Ltd is not subject to the SGX-ST’s 
continuing listing requirements but remains subject to Rules 217 and 751 of the SGX-ST Listing Manual. 
 
Certain matters discussed in this news release may constitute forward-looking statements. These statements are based on 
current expectations and estimates of Lonza Group Ltd, although Lonza Group Ltd can give no assurance that these 
expectations and estimates will be achieved. Investors are cautioned that all forward-looking statements involve risks and 
uncertainty and are qualified in their entirety. The actual results may differ materially in the future from the forward-looking 
statements included in this news release due to various factors. Furthermore, except as otherwise required by law, Lonza 
Group Ltd disclaims any intention or obligation to update the statements contained in this news release. 
 
 
 
 


