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Lonza to Showcase Portfolio of Primary Cells and RAFT™ 3D Culture System 
to Support Cancer Scientists at AACR Annual Meeting 
 
 Booth: #715 
 
Cologne, Germany / Basel, Switzerland, 10 February 2017 – Lonza will be showcasing its 
extensive portfolio of primary cells and 3D cell culture products designed to support cancer 
scientists at the AACR Annual Meeting 2017 (April 1-5, Walter E. Washington Convention 
Center, Washington, D.C.). As part of this, they will share new applications of the RAFT™ 3D 
Cell Culture System and primary cells, enabling researchers to more comprehensively devise 
and develop their cancer experiments.  
 
Lonza will present a poster ‘A 3-Dimensional RAFT™ Co-Culture as Advanced Model for 
Breast Cancer Drug Discovery’ demonstrating how the RAFT™ 3D Cell Culture System can be 
used to mimic the complexity of the tumor microenvironment. This allows researchers to 
embed and culture cancer cells in a high-density collagen matrix and help assess the efficacy 
of anti-cancer drugs by measuring cell viability. The RAFT™ 3D Culture System allows 
researchers to build physiologically relevant cell culture models that bridge the gap between 
2D and animal studies in drug discovery research by offering a better prediction of the in vivo 
efficacy and dosage of drug candidates. 
 
In addition to learning about the RAFT™ 3D Culture System, visitors to Lonza’s booth can also 
discover how the company’s range of primary cells helps support oncology research, in 
particular the study of cancer progression. While certain immortalized cell lines are commonly 
accepted as controls, the research community has recently been shifting emphasis towards 
improved methods and reagents better suited to mimicking in vivo conditions. This has fueled 
increased need for primary cells. Since cancers originate in normal cells, it is vital that 
researchers include normal primary cells as necessary, side-by-side controls in their studies. 
Lonza’s normal primary cells are isolated directly from the tissue with low modification and 
mutation rates helping researchers build a more comprehensive profile for their cancer studies.  
 
With the adoption of 3D methods and complex co-culturing becoming a growing trend, cell 
culture media optimization has also become a challenging factor for researchers. Lonza helps 
researchers ease this transition with BulletKit™ Growth Media, which are robust in supporting 
co-culture studies. Depending on the specific needs of the co-culture, Lonza’s scientific support 
team can offer proven solutions supported by a long history of published literature. For cancer 
research in particular, where both cell lines and primary cells are equally significant, BulletKit™ 
Media provides researchers with added flexibility and reduced variability across their 
experiments as the same media can be used to support the growth of both cell types. This also 
simplifies experimental design. Take for instance, MEGMTM Mammary Growth BulletKitTM, 
which has been utilized by researchers to support growth of Lonza’s primary mammary 
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epithelial cells and well-established breast cell lines, MCF-10A and MCF-12. For optimal 
convenience and results, BulletKit™ Media are available in Lonza’s all-in-one format, which 
includes basal medium, growth factors, cytokines and supplements.  
 
“Normal primary cells play a vital role in cancer research,” explains Lubna Hussain, Senior 
Global Product Manager at Lonza. “These non-transformed, non-immortalized cells taken 
directly from tissue can be used to study cancer progression and to build a comprehensive 
profile. As always, we are looking forward to the AACR Annual Meeting; a great forum for 
sharing the latest cancer discoveries and discussing the application of exciting new concepts 
and techniques for future research.” 
 
For more than 30 years, cancer researchers have been relying on Lonza for consistent product 
quality and excellent support, whether they require different donors or are wanting to develop a 
new 3D model or co-culture. 
 
For further details on how Lonza can help support cancer research, visit: www.lonza.com/aacr 
 
About Lonza  
Lonza is one of the world’s leading and most-trusted suppliers to the pharmaceutical, biotech 
and specialty ingredients markets. It harnesses science and technology to create products that 
support safer and healthier living and that enhance the overall quality of life.  
 
Not only is Lonza a custom manufacturer and developer, the company also offers services and 
products ranging from active pharmaceutical ingredients to drinking water sanitizers, from 
nutritional and personal care ingredients to agricultural products, and from industrial 
preservatives to microbial control solutions that combat dangerous viruses, bacteria and other 
pathogens. 
 
Founded in 1897 in the Swiss Alps, Lonza today is a well-respected global company with 
approximately 40 major manufacturing and R&D facilities and more than 10,000 full-time 
employees worldwide. The company generated sales of CHF 4.13 billion in 2016 and is 
organized into two market-focused segments: Pharma&Biotech and Specialty Ingredients. 
Further information can be found at www.lonza.com. 
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Lonza Contact Information 
Lonza Cologne GmbH Lonza Group Ltd Lonza Group Ltd 
Manager Marketing 
Communications 

Head Corporate Communications Head External Communications 

Petra Haberkamm Dominik Werner Constance Ward 
Tel +49 221 991990 Tel +41 61 316 8798 Tel +41 61 316 8840  
Fax +49 221 99199498 Fax +41 61 316 9540 Fax +41 61 316 9840 
marcom.lbs@lonza.com  dominik.werner@lonza.com  constance.ward@lonza.com  
 
 
Additional Information and Disclaimer 
Lonza Group Ltd has its headquarters in Basel, Switzerland, and is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange. It has a secondary 
listing on the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited (“SGX-ST”). Lonza Group Ltd is not subject to the SGX-ST’s 
continuing listing requirements but remains subject to Rules 217 and 751 of the SGX-ST Listing Manual. 
 
Certain matters discussed in this news release may constitute forward-looking statements. These statements are based on 
current expectations and estimates of Lonza Group Ltd, although Lonza Group Ltd can give no assurance that these 
expectations and estimates will be achieved. Investors are cautioned that all forward-looking statements involve risks and 
uncertainty and are qualified in their entirety. The actual results may differ materially in the future from the forward-looking 
statements included in this news release due to various factors. Furthermore, except as otherwise required by law, Lonza 
Group Ltd disclaims any intention or obligation to update the statements contained in this news release. 
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