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Lonza and ImaginAb Announce Successful Completion of Accelerated 
Minibody Development and Manufacturing Program 
 
Basel (CH) and Inglewood, CA (USA) 15 September 2016 – Lonza, a global leader in 
biological and chemical manufacturing, and ImaginAb, Inc., a bio-imaging company that 
designs and develops novel imaging agents, announced today the successful completion of a 
development and clinical supply program for ImaginAb’s lead immuno-oncology imaging 
candidate, CD8 (IAB22M2C). 
 
In order to meet a key filing date for IND submission, Lonza combined its GS Gene 
Expression System™, including cell line creation expertise and platform upstream process, 
with a bespoke downstream process designed around ImaginAb’s knowledge of their 
minibody candidate. This collaboration delivered a customized version of Lonza’s Light Path™ 
Development and Manufacturing program and achieved an accelerated timeline from cell line 
creation to IND filing in under a year. This enabled ImaginAb to fast-track the start of the 
Phase 1 clinical trial for its CD8 ImmunoPET, a platform imaging agent that has the potential 
to expedite the development and market launch of next-generation immuno-modulator 
treatments. 
 
ImaginAb is an innovative immuno-oncology company developing a pipeline of novel imaging 
products that give physicians unprecedented insights into the patient’s health—potentially 
enabling better patient selection and treatment monitoring for immuno-oncology therapies. 
Harnessing the specificity of monoclonal antibodies, ImaginAb engineers small, highly 
targeted proteins known as minibodies that image important molecular targets using standard 
Positron Emission Tomography (PET). Our imaging tools help physicians address important 
clinical questions and improve patient treatment management. 
 
“Our relationship with Lonza is a key to our success. The team’s heroic effort in getting us 
quality product within 10 months has put us in the best position for success. We are grateful to 
the Lonza organization and look forward to our teamwork going forward,” said Benjamin Chen, 
PhD, CEO, ImaginAb. 

“Our partnership with ImaginAb for the development and manufacture of their novel class of 
imaging agents has allowed us to utilize our expertise in the areas of cell line development for 
novel molecules, process development, scale-up and manufacture,” said Karen Fallen, Vice 
President, Business Unit Head, Clinical Development and Licensing for Lonza. “We are 
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pleased to have been able to work collaboratively to meet our partner’s aggressive timeline, 
and we are looking forward to a long and productive partnership on its pipeline of novel 
imaging compounds.” 

 
About Lonza  
Lonza is one of the world’s leading and most-trusted suppliers to the pharmaceutical, biotech and 
specialty ingredients markets. We harness science and technology to create products that support safer 
and healthier living and that enhance the overall quality of life.  
 
Not only are we a custom manufacturer and developer, Lonza also offers services and products ranging 
from active pharmaceutical ingredients and stem-cell therapies to drinking water sanitizers, from the 
vitamin B3 compounds and organic personal care ingredients to agricultural products, and from 
industrial preservatives to microbial control solutions that combat dangerous viruses, bacteria and other 
pathogens.  
 
Founded in 1897 in the Swiss Alps, Lonza today is a well-respected global company with more than 40 
major manufacturing and R&D facilities and approximately 9,800 full-time employees worldwide. The 
company generated sales of CHF 3.8 billion in 2015 and is organized into two market-focused 
segments: Pharma&Biotech and Specialty Ingredients. Further information can be found at 
www.lonza.com.  
 
About ImaginAb 
ImaginAb Inc. is an immuno-oncology company focused on providing actionable insight into patient 
selection and treatment progress for cancer immunotherapy, enabling precision medicine. ImaginAb 
engineers antibody fragments called minibodies that maintain the exquisite specificity of full-length 
antibodies while remaining inert in the body. Used with widely available PET scan technology, these 
novel minibodies illuminate high-value molecular targets, providing physicians with a whole-body 
picture of immune activity. ImaginAb is also advancing a best-in-class imaging agent to improve 
prostate cancer management and patient outcomes. ImaginAb’s products have the potential to improve 
patient care and lower healthcare costs. For more information about ImaginAb’s pipeline and 
technology, visit www.imaginab.com. 

 
ImaginAb Contact Information 
 
Benjamin Chen 
BChen@ImaginAb.com 
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Lonza Contact Information  
 

   

Dirk Oehlers  Dominik Werner  Constance Ward  
Head Investor Relations  Head Corporate 

Communications  
Head External 
Communications  

Tel +41 61 316 8540  Tel +41 61 316 8798  Tel +41 61 316 8840  
Fax +41 61 316 9540  Fax +41 61 316 9540  Fax +41 61 316 9840  
dirk.oehlers@lonza.com  dominik.werner@lonza.com  constance.ward@lonza.com  

 
Additional Information and Disclaimer 
Lonza Group Ltd has its headquarters in Basel, Switzerland, and is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange. It has a secondary listing 
on the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited (“SGX-ST”). Lonza Group Ltd is not subject to the SGX-ST’s continuing 
listing requirements but remains subject to Rules 217 and 751 of the SGX-ST Listing Manual. 
Certain matters discussed in this news release may constitute forward-looking statements. These statements are based on 
current expectations and estimates of Lonza Group Ltd, although Lonza Group Ltd can give no assurance that these expectations 
and estimates will be achieved. Investors are cautioned that all forward-looking statements involve risks and uncertainty and are 
qualified in their entirety. The actual results may differ materially in the future from the forward-looking statements included in this 
presentation due to various factors. Furthermore, except as otherwise required by law, Lonza Group Ltd disclaims any intention 
or obligation to update the statements contained in this Press Release. 

 


