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        MEDIA RELEASE 
 
 
 
 
  

aTyr Pharma and Lonza Announce Manufacturing 
Agreement for aTyr’s Anti-NRP2 Antibody ATYR2810 

 
▪ The collaboration provides aTyr with a fully integrated approach from gene to potential 

IND   

▪ Lonza’s Ibex® Design to deliver GMP drug substance and drug product batches  

 

Quote from Jennifer Cannon, Senior Vice President, Global Head of Mammalian Biologics, 
Lonza: 

 
“We look forward to supporting aTyr as they advance their novel therapeutic antibody from 
preclinical stages into the clinic. This collaboration signifies our commitment and flexibility in 
accommodating the specific and unique needs of small biotech companies.” 

 

Quote from Sanjay S. Shukla, President and Chief Executive Officer, aTyr : 

 
“As we prepare to advance ATYR2810 to clinical stage development, we are pleased to work 
with Lonza, a partner with extensive and proven capability in antibody manufacturing, for the 
production of our first anti-NRP2 antibody. Having recently initiated IND-enabling activities for 
ATYR2810 following some compelling preclinical data in triple-negative breast cancer, 
strengthened by additional data in lung cancer, this agreement with Lonza reflects our 
commitment to this program and will support our efforts to advance ATYR2810 to in-patient 
trials in cancer, including certain aggressive tumors where NRP2 is implicated.”  
 
Basel, Switzerland, and San Diego, USA, 14 April 2021 – aTyr Pharma, Inc. (Nasdaq: LIFE), a 
biotherapeutics company engaged in the discovery and development of innovative medicines 
based on novel biological pathways, and Lonza today announced that the companies have 
entered into an agreement for the manufacture of ATYR2810, aTyr’s monoclonal antibody 
targeting Neuropilin-2 (NRP2) that is currently in preclinical development for cancer. 
 
Under the terms of the agreement, Lonza will utilize its Ibex® Design, a fully integrated end-to-
end program, to manufacture cGMP material for ATYR2810.  The agreement will cover the early 
stages from gene to IND and will provide both drug substance (DS) and drug product (DP) to 
support toxicological studies in animals and early clinical development in humans. 
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The scope will include full process support, including cell line development, process 
development, and supply chain simplification, to DS and DP manufacturing at Lonza’s Visp and 
Stein (CH) sites.  
 
About Lonza 
Lonza is the preferred global partner to the pharmaceutical, biotech and nutrition markets. We work to 
prevent illness and enable a healthier world by supporting our customers to deliver new and innovative 
medicines that help treat a wide range of diseases. We achieve this by combining technological insight 
with world-class manufacturing, scientific expertise and process excellence. These enable our 
customers to commercialize their discoveries and innovations in the healthcare sector. 
 
Founded in 1897 in the Swiss Alps, today Lonza operates across five continents. With approximately 
14,000 full-time employees, we are built from high-performing teams and of individual talent who make 
a meaningful difference to our own business, as well as to the communities in which we operate. The 
company generated sales of CHF 4.5 billion in 2020 with a CORE EBITDA of CHF 1.4 billion. Find out more 
at www.lonza.com. 
 
Follow @Lonza on LinkedIn 
Follow @LonzaGroup on Twitter 

 
About aTyr 
aTyr is a biotherapeutics company engaged in the discovery and development of innovative medicines 
based on novel biological pathways. aTyr’s research and development efforts are concentrated on a 
newly discovered area of biology, the extracellular functionality and signaling pathways of tRNA 
synthetases. aTyr has built a global intellectual property estate directed to a potential pipeline of protein 
compositions derived from 20 tRNA synthetase genes and their extracellular targets. aTyr’s primary 
focus is ATYR1923, a clinical-stage product candidate which binds to the Neuropilin-2 receptor and is 
designed to down-regulate immune engagement in inflammatory lung diseases. For more information, 
please visit http://www.atyrpharma.com. 
 
About ATYR2810 
aTyr is developing ATYR2810 as a potential therapeutic for certain aggressive tumors where Neuropilin-
2 (NRP2) is implicated. ATYR2810 is a fully humanized monoclonal antibody that is designed to 
specifically and functionally block the interaction between NRP2 and one of its primary ligands, VEGF. 
ATYR2810 is the first Investigational New Drug (IND) candidate to arise from aTyr’s in-house research 
program designing monoclonal antibodies to selectively target the NRP2 receptor and its associated 
signaling pathways.  NRP2 is a cell surface receptor that is highly expressed in certain tumors, in the 
lymphatic system and on key immune cells implicated in cancer progression. Increased NRP2 expression 
is associated with worse outcomes in many cancers. Preclinical data suggest that ATYR2810 could be 
effective against certain types of solid tumors. ATYR2810 is currently undergoing IND-enabling studies.  
  

http://www.lonza.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lonza/
https://twitter.com/LonzaGroup
http://www.atyrpharma.com/
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Lonza Contact Details 
 
Victoria Morgan 
Head of External Communications 
Lonza Group Ltd 
Tel +41 61 316 2283  
victoria.morgan@lonza.com 

 

  
Dr. Martina Ribar Hestericová 
Trade Media Lead 
Lonza Group Ltd 
Tel +41 61 316 8982 
martina.ribarhestericova@lonza.com 
 
Dirk Oehlers 
Investor Relations 
Lonza Group Ltd 
Tel +41 61 316 8540 
dirk.oehlers@lonza.com 

 

  

aTyr Pharma Contact Details 
 
Ashlee Dunston 
Director, Investor Relations and Corporate Communications 
aTyr Pharma 
adunston@atyrpharma.com   

 
Additional Information and Disclaimer 
Lonza Group Ltd has its headquarters in Basel, Switzerland, and is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange. It 
has a secondary listing on the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited (“SGX-ST”). Lonza Group 
Ltd is not subject to the SGX-ST’s continuing listing requirements but remains subject to Rules 217 and 
751 of the SGX-ST Listing Manual. 
 
Certain matters discussed in this news release may constitute forward-looking statements. These 
statements are based on current expectations and estimates of Lonza Group Ltd, although Lonza Group 
Ltd can give no assurance that these expectations and estimates will be achieved. Investors are 
cautioned that all forward-looking statements involve risks and uncertainty and are qualified in their 
entirety. The actual results may differ materially in the future from the forward-looking statements 
included in this news release due to various factors. Furthermore, except as otherwise required by law, 
Lonza Group Ltd disclaims any intention or obligation to update the statements contained in this news 
release. 
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Forward-Looking Statements for aTyr Pharma 
This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities 
Litigation Reform Act of 1995. Forward-looking statements are usually identified by the use of words 
such as “anticipates,” “believes,” “estimates,” “expects,” “intends,” “may,” “plans,” “projects,” “seeks,” 
“should,” “will,” and variations of such words or similar expressions. We intend these forward-looking 
statements to be covered by such safe harbor provisions for forward-looking statements and are making 
this statement for purposes of complying with those safe harbor provisions. These forward-looking 
statements include statements regarding the potential therapeutic benefits and applications of NRP2 
antibodies, including ATYR2810; timelines and plans with respect to certain development activities; and 
certain development goals. These forward-looking statements also reflect our current views about our 
plans, intentions, expectations, strategies and prospects, which are based on the information currently 
available to us and on assumptions we have made. Although we believe that our plans, intentions, 
expectations, strategies and prospects, as reflected in or suggested by these forward-looking 
statements, are reasonable, we can give no assurance that the plans, intentions, expectations or 
strategies will be attained or achieved. All forward-looking statements are based on estimates and 
assumptions by our management that, although we believe to be reasonable, are inherently uncertain. 
Furthermore, actual results may differ materially from those described in these forward-looking 
statements and will be affected by a variety of risks and factors that are beyond our control including, 
without limitation, uncertainty regarding the COVID-19 pandemic, risks associated with the discovery, 
development and regulation of our product candidates, the risk that we or our partners may cease or 
delay preclinical or clinical development activities for any of our existing or future product candidates 
for a variety of reasons (including difficulties or delays in patient enrollment in planned clinical trials), 
the possibility that existing collaborations could be terminated early, and the risk that we may not be 
able to raise the additional funding required for our business and product development plans, as well 
as those risks set forth in our most recent Annual Report on Form 10-K, Quarterly Reports on Form 10-
Q and in our other SEC filings. Except as required by law, we assume no obligation to update publicly 
any forward-looking statements, whether as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. 


