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        MEDIA RELEASE 
 

 
 
  

Lonza and Junshi Biosciences Collaborate to 
Accelerate the Development and Manufacturing of 

Biologics 
 

▪ Lonza and Junshi Biosciences expand their collaboration for biologics development and 
manufacturing 

▪ The agreement includes the development and manufacturing of a new antibody 
candidate to be manufactured in Guangzhou (CN)  

▪ The antibody-based products will be expressed using Lonza's GS Xceed® Gene 
Expression System 

 

Quote from Jeff Li, Vice President, Commercial Development, Lonza: 

 
"The signing of this collaboration indicates that the relationship between the two parties has 
been taken to a new level. As a major milestone for Lonza's biopharmaceutical facility in 
Guangzhou, the collaboration also demonstrates Lonza's vision to provide high-quality and 
reliable services for local pharmaceutical companies under the CDMO model. We look forward 
to providing comprehensive services and professional support for Junshi Biosciences, helping 
to accelerate the process of drug development, production and commercialization." 

 

Quote from Dr. Hui Feng, Chief Operating Officer of Junshi Biosciences: 

 
"We are excited to expand our collaboration with Lonza and believe that, by leveraging our rich 
global experience and strong local expertise, we will be well placed to achieve the best results. 
In the future, we believe that supported by Lonza's advanced technologies and excellent 
international service, Junshi Biosciences will be able to provide patients with treatment options 
that work better and cost less in China and around the world, providing an opportunity for 
patients globally to benefit from China's innovation capabilities." 

 
Shanghai, China, 13 April 2021 – Lonza, a leading global contract development and 
manufacturing organization (CDMO), and Junshi Biosciences, an innovative Chinese 
pharmaceutical company, today announced that the companies have expanded their 
collaboration for the development and manufacturing of biologics. Lonza will leverage its global 
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network and local operation capabilities to help Junshi Biosciences accelerate the development 
of drugs in its pipeline and promote their adoption across global markets.  

 
Under the terms of the agreement, Lonza will provide comprehensive support, including cell 
line construction and development, the supply of cell culture media and reagents, process 
development, and GMP manufacturing. The collaboration will also extend to development and 
manufacturing support for Junshi Biosciences' current and future antibody-based product 
pipeline. The pipeline includes a new antibody candidate that will be manufactured at Lonza's 
first mammalian facility in Guangzhou (CN) that has been fully operational since Q1 2021. 

The main production platform will utilize Lonza's GS Xceed® Expression System, which is highly 
recognized in the industry and covers various techniques and commercialized processes such 
as host cells, expression vectors and optimized culture media. In addition, Lonza will leverage 
its manufacturing network for biological products spanning three continents as well as its 
globally unified quality control standards to help Junshi Biosciences accelerate its venture into 
international markets and help bring innovation from China to the world. 

With the help of Lonza's GS Xceed® Expression System, Junshi Biosciences already successfully 
launched China's first local antibody targeting PD-1 (Toripalimab Injection, TUOYI®) in 2018 and 
took its neutralizing antibody drug JS016 (etesevimab) for COVID-19 to clinical trial stage in 
2020. 

 
About Lonza 
 
Lonza is the preferred global partner to the pharmaceutical, biotech and nutrition markets. We work to 
prevent illness and enable a healthier world by supporting our customers to deliver new and innovative 
medicines that help treat a wide range of diseases. We achieve this by combining technological insight 
with world-class manufacturing, scientific expertise and process excellence. These enable our 
customers to commercialize their discoveries and innovations in the healthcare sector. 
 
Founded in 1897 in the Swiss Alps, today Lonza operates across five continents. With approximately 
14,000 full-time employees, we are built from high-performing teams and of individual talent who make 
a meaningful difference to our own business, as well as to the communities in which we operate. The 
company generated sales of CHF 4.5 billion in 2020 with a CORE EBITDA of CHF 1.4 billion. Find out more 
at www.lonza.com. 
 
Follow @Lonza on LinkedIn 
Follow @LonzaGroup on Twitter 
 
About Junshi Biosciences 
 
Founded in December 2012, Junshi Biosciences is an innovation-driven biopharmaceutical company 
dedicated to the discovery, development and commercialization of innovative therapeutics. The 
company has established a diversified R & D pipeline comprising 28 innovative drug candidates and 2 
biosimilars, with five therapeutic focus areas covering cancer, autoimmune, metabolic, neurological, 
and infectious diseases. Junshi Biosciences was the first Chinese pharmaceutical company that obtained 
marketing approval for anti-PD-1 monoclonal antibody in China. Its first-in-human anti-BTLA antibody 

https://www.lonza.com/news/2020-07-13-13-00
http://www.lonza.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lonza/
https://twitter.com/LonzaGroup
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for solid tumors was the first in the world to be approved for clinical trials by the FDA and NMPA and its 
anti-PCSK9 monoclonal antibody was the first in China to be approved for clinical trials by the NMPA. In 
early 2020, Junshi Biosciences joined forces with the Institute of Microbiology Chinese Academy of 
Science and Eli Lilly to co-develop JS016 (etesevimab), China's first neutralizing fully human monoclonal 
antibody against SARS-CoV-2. JS016 administered with bamlanivimab has received Emergency Use 
Authorization (EUA) from the US FDA in February 2021 for the treatment of recently diagnosed, mild to 
moderate COVID-19 in patients who are at a high risk of progressing to severe COVID-19 and/or 
hospitalization. The JS016 program is a part of our continuous innovation for disease control and 
prevention of the global pandemic. Junshi Biosciences has over 2,000 employees in the United States 
(San Francisco and Maryland) and China (Shanghai, Suzhou, Beijing and Guangzhou). For more 
information, please visit: http://junshipharma.com. 
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Investor Relations 
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Additional Information and Disclaimer 
Lonza Group Ltd has its headquarters in Basel, Switzerland, and is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange. It 
has a secondary listing on the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited ("SGX-ST"). Lonza Group 
Ltd is not subject to the SGX-ST's continuing listing requirements but remains subject to Rules 217 and 
751 of the SGX-ST Listing Manual. 
 
Certain matters discussed in this news release may constitute forward-looking statements. These 
statements are based on current expectations and estimates of Lonza Group Ltd, although Lonza Group 
Ltd can give no assurance that these expectations and estimates will be achieved. Investors are 
cautioned that all forward-looking statements involve risks and uncertainty and are qualified in their 
entirety. The actual results may differ materially in the future from the forward-looking statements 
included in this news release due to various factors. Furthermore, except as otherwise required by law, 
Lonza Group Ltd disclaims any intention or obligation to update the statements contained in this news 
release. 
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