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        MEDIA RELEASE 
 
 
 
  
 

Pionyr Immunotherapeutics Collaborates with Lonza 
to Support their Oncology Product Development 

 
▪ The collaboration aims to bring Pionyr’s third pipeline development candidate for a 

novel Myeloid TuningTM target to clinical development 
▪ Lonza to provide cell line development, process development, drug substance and drug 

product  manufacturing for Pionyr’s monoclonal antibody candidate intended for 
oncology indications  

▪ Lonza’s cell line development program will be tailored to accommodate the specific 
needs of Pionyr and to ensure optimal yield and throughput 
 

Quote from Henit Lapid, Head Mammalian Commercial Development and Marketing, 
Lonza: 

 
“The collaboration with Pionyr Therapeutics demonstrates Lonza’s flexibility to tailor its 
offering to accommodate the specific needs of our customers. Our team has created a cell line 
development program relying on a state-of-the-art platform technology that brings a faster and 
streamlined approach to selecting an ideal cell line.” 

 

Quote from Evan Greger, Senior Vice President, Technical Operations, Pionyr 
Immunotherapeutics: 

 
“Lonza is a well-suited partner for Pionyr as their capabilities represent a customizable end-to-
end offering that will scale with us as our programs continue to advance.”  
 
Basel, Switzerland, 29 March 2021 – Pionyr Immunotherapeutics, Inc., a company developing 
first-in-class antibody therapeutics that increase the body’s anti-tumor immunity, and Lonza 
announced today that the companies have entered into a collaboration to manufacture 
Pionyr’s monoclonal antibody candidate intended for oncology indications.  
 
Lonza will provide a gene to IND program tailored to suit the specific requirements of Pionyr’s 
products. The scope will include cell line development, process development, supply chain 
simplification, and de-risking, as well as drug substance (DS) manufacturing at Lonza’s Visp (CH) 
site, and drug product (DP) manufacturing at Stein (CH) to help Pionyr advance their programs 
into clinical development and testing. The cell line development to DP program will begin in Q2 
2021. The cGMP batches of DS and DP are expected to be completed in early 2022.  
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Developing a high-producing, stable cell line represents a critical path activity for the 
production of large quantities of therapeutic antibodies. This collaboration will allow Pionyr to 
take advantage of the Beacon platform. The platform provides the capacity to screen and 
monitor thousands of clones at once and in a short time, thereby optimizing and streamlining 
the cell line construction process.   
 
The Pionyr and Lonza collaboration will initially focus on Pionyr’s third program named PY265, 
which is directed against an undisclosed target. Similar to Pionyr’s PY314 and PY159 programs 
(targeting TREM2 and TREM1, respectively), this third program is anticipated to be first-in-class 
and will have a distinct mechanism of action from other myeloid-directed therapeutics 
currently in development.  
 
About Lonza 
Lonza is the preferred global partner to the pharmaceutical, biotech and nutrition markets. We work to 
prevent illness and enable a healthier world by supporting our customers to deliver new and innovative 
medicines that help treat a wide range of diseases. We achieve this by combining technological insight 
with world-class manufacturing, scientific expertise and process excellence. These enable our 
customers to commercialize their discoveries and innovations in the healthcare sector. 
 
Founded in 1897 in the Swiss Alps, today Lonza operates across three continents. With approximately 
14,000 full-time employees, we are built from high-performing teams and of individual talent who make 
a meaningful difference to our own business, as well as to the communities in which we operate. The 
company generated sales of CHF 4.5 billion in 2020 with a CORE EBITDA of CHF 1.4 billion. Find out more 
at www.lonza.com. 
 
Follow @Lonza on LinkedIn 
Follow @LonzaGroup on Twitter 

 
About Pionyr Immunotherapeutics 
 
Pionyr is exploiting novel target discovery and antibody generation platform technologies to create the 
next generation of immuno-oncology therapeutics after checkpoint inhibitors. The company’s initial 
approach, termed “Myeloid Tuning,” is designed to enhance the immune system’s anti-tumor response 
by specifically altering the cellular infiltrate of the tumor microenvironment. Pionyr’s lead programs 
PY314 and PY159, targeting TREM2 and TREM1 respectively, are designed to selectively deplete and in 
some cases reprogram certain tumor-associated macrophages responsible for immunosuppression. In 
July 2020, Pionyr entered into a transformational alliance with Gilead Sciences whereby Gilead acquired 
a minority interest in the company, is providing funding for the company’s programs and has an 
exclusive option to acquire Pionyr upon completion of certain Phase 1b studies. Pionyr’s additional 
investors include New Enterprise Associates, OrbiMed, SV Health Investors, Sofinnova Ventures, Vida 
Ventures, Osage University Partners, Mission Bay Capital, and Trinitas Ventures. For more information, 
please visit www.pionyrtx.com. 
 
Follow @Pionyrimmunotherapeutics on LinkedIn 
Follow @Pionyrimmunotx on Twitter 
  

http://www.lonza.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lonza/
https://twitter.com/LonzaGroup
http://www.pionyrtx.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/18188468/admin/
https://twitter.com/Pionyrimmunotx
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Lonza Contact Details 
 
Victoria Morgan 
Head of External Communications 
Lonza Group Ltd 
Tel +41 61 316 2283  
victoria.morgan@lonza.com 

  

   
Dr. Martina Ribar Hestericová 
Trade Media Lead 
Lonza Group Ltd 
Tel +41 61 316 8982 
martina.ribarhestericova@lonza.com 
 
Dirk Oehlers 
Investor Relations 
Lonza Group Ltd 
Tel +41 61 316 8540 
dirk.oehlers@lonza.com 

  

 
Pionyr Immunotherapeutics Contact Details 

 
Alicia Levey 
Chief Business Officer 
Pionyr Immunotherapeutics 
media@pionyrtx.com 
 

 
Additional Information and Disclaimer 
Lonza Group Ltd has its headquarters in Basel, Switzerland, and is listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange. It 
has a secondary listing on the Singapore Exchange Securities Trading Limited (“SGX-ST”). Lonza Group 
Ltd is not subject to the SGX-ST’s continuing listing requirements but remains subject to Rules 217 and 
751 of the SGX-ST Listing Manual. 
 
Certain matters discussed in this news release may constitute forward-looking statements. These 
statements are based on current expectations and estimates of Lonza Group Ltd, although Lonza Group 
Ltd can give no assurance that these expectations and estimates will be achieved. Investors are 
cautioned that all forward-looking statements involve risks and uncertainty and are qualified in their 
entirety. The actual results may differ materially in the future from the forward-looking statements 
included in this news release due to various factors. Furthermore, except as otherwise required by law, 
Lonza Group Ltd disclaims any intention or obligation to update the statements contained in this news 
release. 
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