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THE ADECCO GROUP APPOINTS FRANZ-JOSEF SCHÜRMANN AS 
CHIEF SALES & INNOVATION OFFICER AND MARK DE SMEDT AS 
REGIONAL HEAD OF THE EXTENDED NORTHERN EUROPE 
New appointments in the Executive Committee ensure continuity in global leadership   
   
Zurich, Switzerland, 14 June 2017: The Adecco Group, the world’s leading provider of workforce 
solutions, today announced the appointments of Franz-Josef Schürmann as Chief Sales & Innovation 
Officer and Mark De Smedt as Regional Head of Northern Europe with expanded responsibilities. 
Both Franz-Josef Schürmann and Mark De Smedt will remain members of the Executive Committee.  

Franz-Josef Schürmann (48), a German national, joined The Adecco Group Executive Committee in 2016 as 
Regional Head of Germany, Austria, Switzerland (DACH). Franz-Josef Schürmann brings 20 years’ 
experience in services and consulting across a broad range of companies, industries and geographies. 
Between 2010 and 2015, Franz-Josef Schürmann was Country Head of Germany for Infosys Ltd, a global 
leader in consulting, technology, and outsourcing. Prior to that he held several positions at Accenture, where 
he started his career in 1996. Throughout his consulting career, he demonstrated his ability to see the world 
from a customer’s perspective and to make digital transformation a real added value for companies. Franz-
Josef Schürmann takes on the role of Chief Sales & Innovation Officer as of 1 July 2017. He succeeds 
Federico Vione, who was appointed Regional Head of North America, UK & Ireland Adecco & Pontoon as of 
1 April 2017.  

Since taking the role of Regional Head of DACH in 2016, together with the senior management team, Franz-
Josef Schürmann has made important changes to the structure within Germany and Switzerland and built a 
strong leadership team across the DACH region. With these changes now complete, the region has a strong 
foundation in place to accelerate the deployment of the strategic priorities and drive financial performance. 

As of 1 July 2017, the DACH region will become part of the extended Northern Europe region, together with 
Benelux and Nordics. This will allow our operations to capitalise on the similarities and synergies of the 
labour markets across the region. Mark De Smedt (56), a Belgian national, has been appointed to lead the 
extended region.  

Mark De Smedt has been Regional Head of Northern Europe, comprising Benelux and Nordics, since 2016 
and an Executive Committee member since 2014. He joined The Adecco Group in 2002 as Country Manager 
of Belgium and has an in-depth knowledge of our Professional and General Staffing businesses. Between 
2014 and 2016 Mark De Smedt was Chief Human Resources Officer of The Adecco Group.  

Alain Dehaze, CEO of The Adecco Group, commented: “These two appointments ensure continuity in our 
global leadership and equip the Group strongly to continue delivering on our strategic agenda to Perform, 
Transform, and Innovate. Since he joined the company, Franz-Josef Schürmann has played a central role in 
driving The Adecco Group’s innovation projects, drawing on his experience and expertise in the technology 
sector. Mark De Smedt’s broad and deep knowledge of our industry are a strong asset to lead the extended 
Northern Europe. He will build on the leading market positions we have across the region to further 
strengthen our operational performance.”  
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For further information, please contact: 
The Adecco Group Press Office 
Press.office@adecco.com or +41 (0) 44 878 87 87  
adeccogroup.com  
Facebook: facebook.com/theadeccogroup 
Twitter: @AdeccoGroup  

  
About The Adecco Group  

The Adecco Group is the world’s leading provider of workforce solutions, transforming the world of work through 
talent and technology. Each year, The Adecco Group provides over 1 million people around the world with career 
opportunities, guidance and insights. Through its global brands Adecco, Modis, Badenoch & Clark, Spring 
Professional, Lee Hecht Harrison and Pontoon, The Adecco Group offers total workforce solutions including 
temporary staffing, permanent placement, career transition, talent development, and outsourcing. The Adecco 
Group partners with employers, candidates, colleagues and governments, sharing its labour market expertise and 
insights to empower people, fuel economies, and enrich societies. 

The Adecco Group is a Fortune Global 500 company, based in Zurich, Switzerland, with more than 33,000 FTE 
employees in 60 countries and territories around the world. Adecco Group AG is registered in Switzerland (ISIN: 
CH0012138605) and listed on the SIX Swiss Exchange (ADEN). 
 

 


